Richard Brown

Editorial Introduction

Philosophers Facing Phenomenal Consciousness,
Online

The first online philosophy conference was held in 2006, the second
in 2007. Thomas Nadelhoffer and Eddy Nahmias organized both. I
enjoyed these conferences and the spirit of discussion and inclusive-
ness that they encouraged. I found myself thinking that it would be
really great if someone would do an online consciousness conference.
After thinking about it I decided that [ would try to organize the online
consciousness conference myself. It turned out to be a lot of work but
in the end the first annual online consciousness conference, held at
http://consciousnessonline.wordpress.com February 19th—March 4th
2009, was a gratifying success. The whole process was made easier by
the enthusiasm, commitment, and willingness to experiment of those
who were involved and I would like to thank those that served as
reviewers, moderators of comments, all of the presenters, and of
course all of the people who stopped by to join in the fun. In the two
weeks of the conference we had over 11,000 hits and very active dis-
cussions in the sessions, which can still be viewed at the conference
website. The six articles presented in this special issue, all
descendents of papers presented at the online conference, serve as
examples of the potential for interaction between online venues and
traditional print formats.

David Rosenthal gave the keynote talk entitled ‘Consciousness and
its Function’ (not included here but published in Neuropsychologia,
46 (3), 2008, pp. 829—40). This paper is very interesting as it presents
an argument that consciousness has no appreciable function by
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considering various proposed functions and showing there is reason,
whether commonsense, experimental, theoretical, or some combina-
tion of these, to think the proposed benefit conferred by consciousness
is really something the creature would have even if the mental states in
question were not conscious. For instance, in response to the claim
that the function of consciousness lies in it facilitating rational
thought, Rosenthal adduces experimental results showing consumer
choices are more rational when the choices are made unconsciously,
as well as commonsense pre-theoretic considerations like our every-
day experience of an answer to a problem just coming to us ‘out of the
blue’. He also argues from a purely theoretical standpoint to show we
would not expect conscious intentional states to have any added func-
tion. The rationality of a mental state is tied to that state’s intentional
content, which as previously noted, can occur unconsciously, thus,
whether one accepts functional-role semantics or not, any functional-
ity associated with rational connections can be captured by uncon-
scious intentional contents and their relations to other intentional
contents (for a full review of this article see my review in Philoso-
pher s Digest, available at http://www.philosophersdigest.com/neuro-
psychologia/consciousness-and-its-function-david-rosenthal).

In the first paper Clare Batty defends the view that olfactory expe-
riences have only existentially quantified content. So an experience of
smelling fish, for instance, will have representational content of the
form that ‘something or other is fishy and here’. This account of the
content is then used to explain why it is that we are comfortable attrib-
uting olfactory hallucinations but not olfactory illusions; the kind of
representational content in olfaction only allows us to say that some-
thing is there or that it isn’t. Olfactory experience, on the abstract
account, does not present an object as having a property and so we
would expect that our olfactory experience doesn’t lend itself to
illusions.

In the second paper Dave Beiseker defends type-z materialism
according to which we are the very zombies that dualists conceive.
The materialist, unlike the physicalist, denies that the mind-brain
identities are necessary. While the type-a physicalist holds that zom-
bies are inconceivable, and the type-b physicalist claims that they are
conceivable but not possible. The type-z materialist holds that zom-
bies are conceivable, possible, and actual. That is we might find out
that we live in a zombie world in which case it will be angelic beings
with non-physical qualia that are conceivable but not possible. He
then argues that those who like the phenomenal concepts response to
the zombie argument should adopt type-z materialism.
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In the third paper Richard Brown, who is micorphysically identi-
cal to the author of this introduction, defends an a priori type-c
physicalism by employing four parody anti-dualist thought experi-
ments. A priori physicalism is the view that the physical facts entail
the qualitative facts a priori. It is typically thought that the
conceivability of zombies rules this view out. However non-physical
duplicates of me that lack qualitative properties —zoombies—as well
as physical duplicates of me that have physical qualia —shombies—are
every bit as conceivable as zombies and ghosts. In fact which of these
one finds conceivable depends only on what theory one accepts. How-
ever both cannot really be ideally conceivable and so one set, either
zombies and ghosts or zoombies and shombies, must merely be prima
facie conceivable. Only new empirical evidence will decide the issue
but once the evidence is in the deductions will be a priori, just as
Chalmers and Jackson argue is true in the water/H,O case.

In the fourth paper, Barbara Montero defends Russellian
physicalism, which is a physicalist version of Russellian monism.
According to the Russellian the properties that physicists talk about
— mass, charge, charm, spin, etc. — are the properties of some funda-
mental stuff that has those properties. Montero proposes to call these
hidden things ‘inscrutables’. On this view the inscrutable properties
ground consciousness and so are not physical in the sense that they are
not captured by physics. Montero argues that one small modification
of this view results in a Russellian Physicalism. If one thinks that the
inscrutables are the ground for both qualitative properties as well
ordinary physical properties there will be nothing special about the
qualitative properties and so this view will count as in the letter and
spirit of physicalism; but one that withstands the conceivability
arguments.

In the fifth paper Gualtiero Piccinini further develops and defends
his self-measurement view of first-person reports and distinguishes it
from Dennett’s heterophenomenology. Both of these views agree that
first-person data is third-person and public but Piccinini proposes six
modifications to heterophenomenology that will, he argues, preserve
the third-person public nature of first-person data while also bringing
it more in line with the actual practice of scientists. In particular
Piccinini’s self-measurment account of first-person data denies that
consciousness is the target of study, that only verbal reports counts as
first-person data, that scientists should be neutral about the
truth-value of the first-person reports, that the data is beliefs about
mental states rather than the mental states themselves, that persons are
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incorrigible when they report their mental states, and that third-person
methods licenses the same experiments as first-person methodologies.

In the sixth paper Justin Sytsma presents data from experimental
philosophy on the folk concepts of phenomenal consciousness. He
argues that the folk are naive realists about qualitative properties in
contrast to the common assumption, typified by people like Dennett,
who think that the folk theory of phenomenal properties construes
them as secondary properties. For instance Sytsma argues that the folk
treat colors as mind independent qualities of objects when they claim
that an unobserved tomato would still be red and that the redness is
located on the tomato. Similarly when asked they deny that the red is
in their mind or that there could be inverted spectra. Sytsma also pres-
ents evidence that the folk feel the same way about pains. They claim
that pains can exist in the pained body part, that they can exist unfelt
and that two distinct subjects could feel the same pain if it was located
in a shared body part.

I hope that you enjoy reading these papers and thinking about these
issue. I know I certainly enjoyed putting it together! I also hope to see
you at the online consciousness conference in the future.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




