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The Baldwin Effect: An Archaeology

David Depew!

Abstract: “ TheBaldwinef fect” standsfor awidevari ety of waysinwhichlearning can becorceived
asguidingadaptiveevolutionary change. Ananal y sisof thehistory of thisnotionreveal sthat it does
notreli ablyreferei thertoatheory-neutral empiri cal phenomenonortoasingletheo retical hy pothe
sis.Onthecontrary, ar ticulationsof thegen eral ideade pend on distinctive, butin commensurable,
theoreti cal back grounds. Inreconstructing thecon ceptual history of theBaldwinef fect | hope to
supportcontemporary ex plorationsof ideaby encour agingthearticulationof newtheoreti cal frame
worksinwhich it might make sense. | am there fore more of aBaldwin booster than aBal dwin scep-
tic.
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