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Ab stract: “The Baldwin ef fect” stands for a wide va ri ety of ways in which learn ing can be con ceived
as guid ing adap tive evo lu tion ary change. An anal y sis of the his tory of this no tion re veals that it does
not re li ably re fer ei ther to a the ory-neutral em pir i cal phe nom e non or to a sin gle the o  ret i cal hy poth e -
sis. On the con trary, ar tic u la tions of the gen eral idea de pend on dis tinc tive, but in com men su ra ble,
the o ret i cal back grounds. In re con struct ing the con cep tual his tory of the Baldwin ef fect I hope to
sup port con tem po rary ex plo ra tions of idea by en cour ag ing the ar tic u la tion of new the o ret i cal frame -
works in which it might make sense. I am there fore more of a Baldwin booster than a Baldwin scep -
tic. 
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