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Ab stract: The TRT (To Re flect and Trust) ap proach of bring ing to gether de scen dants of Ho lo caust
sur vi vors and de scen dants of Nazi per pe tra tors was very much in spired by the work of the late Don
Schon. Ba sically, this ap proach re lies on di a logues in which par tic i pants share their per sonal life sto -
ries, thereby en abling mem bers of Ger man and Jew ish groups re flect on their per sonal and col lec tive 
his tory as vic tims and vic tim iz ers. The pres ent pa per de scribes a new phase of the TRT group, when
it brought to gether, in the frame work of the Ham burg sem i nar, prac ti tio ners from South Af rica,
North ern Ire land and Pal es tin ians and Is rae lis who work in cur rent con flicts, with vic tims and vic -
tim iz ers. The ques tion was: Is the TRT pro cess, deal ing with a past man-made ca tas tro phe through
meth ods of sto ry tell ing, valid for pro fes sion als who try to help peo ple move out of cur rent con flicts
into peace build ing?
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[1] TRT (To Reflect and Trust) was the name the group adopted after its fifth seminar in Ein Gedi, Israel, in
December 1995. It was adopted after a long discussion in which the group rejected the term reconciliation as
a concept that, members felt did not represent the group’s work. That concept was used by one member of the 
group during the BBC documentary that was filmed at the second encounter in April 1993. Prior to that the
group had no name and perhaps did not feel the need to have one as it did not present itself in public. I would
say that also this process was very much in the spirit of Don’s generative logic.
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