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Ab stract: Don Schön was a poly math. In this rather per sonal rem i nis cence I sug gest that Don’s re -
mark ably var ied in ter ests, abil i ties, and ac com plish ments were bound to gether by an abid ing and
per sis tent be lief in the per ma nence of change. First and most clearly ex pressed in his early book,
“Be yond the Sta ble State,” Don’s quest for un der stand ing the generativeness in change led him to
study and ac tively par tic i pate in such wide rang ing realms as or ga ni za tional learn ing, the enig mas of 
pro fes sional ed u ca tion and eval u a tion, the de sign pro cess, the role of met a phor in in ven tion, and in
his lat est works, the re la tions be tween the or ga ni za tion of an or ga ni za tion and the or ga ni za tion of the 
space in which that or ga ni za tion does its work. These com ments fo cus par tic u larly on Don’s in ter est
in “gen er a tive pro cesses,” of “com ing to see in a new way,” as these are en abled through “re flec -
tion-in-action” and through the tran sience of “con ver sa tions with the ma te ri als of a sit u a tion.” I pro -
pose that Don’s per sis tent pur suit of the per ma nence of change was par a dox i cally both the driv ing
force and also the foun da tion for his con tin u ing quest—a quest that con tin ues to live on in the mul ti -
ple in ter sect ing paths of his life and myr iad writ ings.
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