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Biosemiotics as a Possible Bridge
Between Embodiment in Cognitive
Semantics and the Motivation Concept
of Animal Cognition in Ethology

Saren Brier!

Abstract: Inthecontext of thequestion of theemer genceof mindinevolutionthepresent paper ar-
guesthat the con cept of lin guistic moti vation, through thethe ory of em bodi mentincogni tive se
mantics, canbeconnectedwiththeconcept of moti vationinethol ogy. Thisconnectionisestablished
through L akoff and John son’ sembodied cog ni tive semanticson theonehand and on theother hand
through the the ory of biosemiotics. The biosemiotics used isbased on C.S. Peirce’s semiotics and
thework of J. von Uexkll. Moti vationwill inthiscontext beun der stood asadeci sivefac tor in de-
terminingwhichkind of interpretantaliving systemconstructswhen per turbed by asignif i cant dis
tur banceinitssigni fi cation sphere. Fromthisbasi sthecon cept of signstimuli in Ethology, based on
theconceptof innaterel easeresponsemechanism(IRM,) ispar al leledwiththeconcept of embodied
metaphori cal categori zationbasedontheconceptof ideal izedcognitivemodel s(ICM). Itisreal ized
that wearedeal ingwith moti vationontwodif fer entlev els, that of thelinguisticandthat of the per-
ceptual-behavioral level. Theconnectionismadethrough prag maticlanguageandsigntheory view-
ing lan guage as get ting its mean ing through lan guage gamesintegrated in cul tural lifeforms and
ani malssignstoget their meaningthrough signgamesand nat ural lifeforms. Fur ther connectionis
made through the common insight of the significant role of embodiment to create signification
throughthecon struction of asig ni fi cation sphere. Thelater con ceptisaPeircian biosemiotic con-
ceptual ization of von Uexkdll’ sorginal Umwelt con cept.
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