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Ab stract: In the con text of the ques tion of the emer gence of mind in evo lu tion the pres ent pa per ar -
gues that the con cept of lin guis tic mo ti va tion, through the the ory of em bodi ment in cog ni tive se -
man tics, can be con nected with the con cept of mo ti va tion in ethol ogy. This con nec tion is es tab lished 
through Lakoff and John son’s em bod ied cog ni tive se man tics on the one hand and on the other hand
through the the ory of biosemiotics. The biosemiotics used is based on C.S. Peirce´s semiotics and
the work of J. von Uexküll. Mo ti va tion will in this con text be un der stood as a de ci sive fac tor in de -
ter min ing which kind of interpretant a liv ing sys tem con structs when per turbed by a sig nif i cant dis -
tur bance in its sig ni fi ca tion sphere. From this ba sis the con cept of sign stim uli in Ethol ogy, based on
the con cept of in nate re lease re sponse mech a nism (IRM,) is par al leled with the con cept of em bod ied 
met a phor i cal cat e go ri za tion based on the con cept of ide al ized cog ni tive mod els (ICM). It is re al ized
that we are deal ing with mo ti va tion on two dif fer ent lev els, that of the lin guis tic and that of the per -
cep tual-behavioral level. The con nec tion is made through prag matic lan guage and sign the ory v iew -
ing lan guage as get ting its mean ing through lan guage games in te grated in cul tural life forms and
an i mals signs to get their mean ing through sign games and nat u ral life forms. Fur ther con nec tion is
made through the com mon in sight of the sig nif i cant role of em bodi ment to cre ate sig ni fi c a tion
through the con struc tion of a sig ni fi ca tion sphere. The later con cept is a Peircian biosemiotic con -
cep tu al iza tion of von Uexküll’s orginal Umwelt con cept.
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