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A Difference that makes a Difference:
Reflections on
Artifact-M ediated-Consciousness

Yair Neumant

Abstract: This paper comments on the man-artifact synergism from the socio-historical and the
cybernetic perspectives, more specifically the possibility of artifact-mediated consciousness. |
suggest that (1) consciousness is a co-genetic phenomenon that may include an artifact as a
mediating component; (2) the artifact may be a computationally-economical mediator of
consciousness; (3) any analysis of artifact-mediated consciousness should include the cul tural
contextinwhichitisembed ded.
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