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Ab stract: This pa per com ments on the man-artifact syn er gism from the socio-historical and the
cy ber netic per spec tives, more spe cif i cally the pos si bil ity of ar ti fact-mediated con scious ness. I
sug gest that (1) con scious ness is a co-genetic phe nom e non that may in clude an ar ti fact as a
me di at ing com po nent; (2) the ar ti fact may be a computationally-economical me di a tor of
con scious ness; (3) any anal y sis of ar ti fact-mediated con scious ness should in clude the cul tural
con text in which it is em bed ded. 
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