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Some-thing from No-thing:
G. Spencer-Brown’s Laws of Form

Robin Robertsont

Ab stract: G. Spencer-Brown’sLawsof Formissummarizedandthephilosophi cal impli cationsex
amined.Laws of Formisamathemat i cal systemwhichdeal swiththeemer genceof any thing out of
thevoid. Ittraceshow asingledistinctioninavoidleadstothecreation of space, where spaceiscon
sidered atitsmost primi tive, with out di men sion. Thisinturnleadsto two seemingly self-evident
“laws’. Withthoselawstakenasaxi oms, firstanarith meticisdevel oped, thenanal gebrabased on
thearithmetic. Theal gebraisfor mally equivalenttoBool eanal gebra, thoughitsatisfiesall 2-valued
systems. By following the implications of the algebra to its logical conclusions, self-reference
emerges within the system in the guise of re-entry into the system. Spencer-Brown in ter pretsthis
re-entry ascreat ing timein muchthe sameway inwhichdistinction created space. Finally the paper
considersthequestionof self-referenceasseeninFranciscoVarela sPrinci plesof Bi ol ogi cal Autor
omy, which ex tended Spencer-Brown’s Laws of Formto a3-valued system.
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